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1076. Henry, convicted of unrighteousness, is not only
excommunicated; he is deprived of his kingdom for good
and all. Rudolf, who bore all the marks of the righteous
ruler, is declared to be the true king, and absolution from
their sins is granted to him and to his adherents. Again
the sentence is made more impressive by being framed in
the form of an address, this time to both St. Peter and St.
Paul, who can bear witness to the truth of his assertions, and
to whom he appeals to vindicate upon Henry the justice of
the papal sentence. Finally, a year later, he sent to bishop
Herman of Metz a famous letter in which he again justified
his power to excommunicate and depose the king, and
asserted with emphasis the superiority of the ecclesiastical
over the temporal department.

His action was fully in accordance with the principles Henry seta
enunciated in the Dictatus Papae of 1075, but he had no
lost his sense of the practical. He had chosen both his time
and his ground ill. Henry's party was gaining the upper
hand in Germany, and the papal sentence, so far from causing
consternation in its ranks as in 1076, tended to stiffen it in
defiance to the Pope. For Gregory was no longer acting in
righteous retaliation for an outrage upon himself; he was
interfering in the government of Germany and outraging the
royal dignity. Henry acted as rapidly, but more effectively
than in 1076. At Easter the German nobles and bishops met
with the king in council at Bamberg in eastern Franconia, at
Whitsun at Mayence in^ the west, and on June 25 in the
south at Brixen, whither came the North Italian bishops in
large numbers. On each occasion they decreed the deposi-
tion of Gregory VII, and their sentence, too, was intended
to be final. For at Brixen they proceeded to elect a suc-
cessor, Henry IV, perhaps by virtue of the title of patricius
conferred on him in 1061, nominating archbishop Guibert of
Ravenna, who was already under the ban for his defiance of
papal authority.

Once more the great issue was joined and the validity Death of the
of the rival sentences was to be put to the test. Gregory
entered upon the contest with the confidence of one who
felt that his cause was righteous; he even prophesied that
the proof of this would be given by the death or the deposition
of Henry within a few months. But it happened quite